























beetles. Unfortunately, nobody noticed that the beetles flew
and the toads could not. The toads are now widespread in
Queensland and if little else, should serve to remind us not
to introduce animals where they do not belong.

Increasing demand for health potions has spurred a jump in
frog and snake imports to South Korea. Some Korean men
believe snake soup and frog meat build stamina.

New York City Department of Parks has a "Beast of the
Month Club." In November, snakes were featured in a pro-
gram titled “really reptiles” led by herpetologist Jim Rogers.
Commissioner Henry Stern played a tune on a flute in an at-
tempt to charm a 12-foot long python out of her sack. The
python reportedly cooperated. The New York Times recently
wrote warmly about Commissioner Stern saying, "You've led
7 million New Yorkers on one fine nature hike...Who can
forget that you coined the word "arboricide" for tree mur-
derers...You are truly a commissioner for all species.” Mr.
Stern also named Kermit the Frog as official parks spokes-
frog.

TEDs continued... The Sport Fishing Institute recently pub-
lished an article in their Bulletin titled "Wanton Waste: Must
It Continue?" from which the following quotes are taken.
"The relatively recent development of dumping carcasses

[of pollock and cod] in the Bering Sea is obscene, but it pales
when compared to the waste that has been going on for years
in the shrimp trawling industry, particularly in the Gulif of
Mexico and South Atlantic...During the past 10 years, finfish
bycatch by shrimp trawlers in Texas waters alone ranged
from a low of 328 million pounds to a high of 977 million
pounds each year...The commercial fishing and shrimping
industries must be held accountable for wasted bycatch...A
bright ray of hope for the conservation of fishery resources
is the Bush Administration’s choice to head the National
Marine Fisheries Service...Dr. William W. Fox, Jr. has the
training and experience to bring conservation to the fore-
front." For more information on the S.F.I. work toward the
conservation of sport fish, contact them at 1010 Massachu-
setts Avenue, NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC 20001. Also
the most recent newsletter of the Marine Mammal Strand-
ing Center in Brigantine, New Jersey reports on sea turtles
found, dead and alive, along a short section of coast in that
state. From June to September, 18 leatherback and logger-
head sea turtles washed up on these beaches. The causes of
their deaths include: perforated intestines, hits by boat pro-
pellers, and entanglement by fishing line. Seven Kemp's rid-
ley turtles were recovered, six from the Salem Nuclear Power
Station. Three of the six were alive and were tagged and
released. The others suffocated in the intake valve before
MMSC could rescue them. The seventh ridley was found
dead and partially decomposed at Sandy Hook, New Jersey.
As always, donations to the MMSC will help continue their
work with sea mammals and sea turtles. Contact them at;
(609) 266-0538, or P. O. Box 773, Brigantine, NJ 08203.

U.S. Representative Gene Taylor of Texas introduced legisla-
tion to create a hatchery for endangered sea turtles. He said
"this would up the number of turtles out there and when the
population is increased, they will no longer be an endangered

species. And when they are no longer an endangered species,
the TEDs will no longer be needed." His bill would author-
ize up to $4 million for building facilities and more than $2
million for a three-year implementation, research and moni-
toring program. He said a likely place for the hatchery
would be Ship Island. Suzenne Lewis, a management assis-
tant for the Gulf Islands National Seashore system, which
includes Ship Island, said she had not heard of the legislation
and would need to check the National Park Service’s regula-
tions as to how and if it could be done. Charles Oravetz,
chief of the Protected Species Branch of the National Marine
Fisheries Service Southeast Region said, "I don't think it will
work," and pointed out that the only other hatchery in the
U.S,, located near Galveston, Texas, has been in operation
for about 12 years and has not proven to increase the popu-
lation of the Kemp’s ridley. Taylor said, "this is something
that we feel will please environmentalists and free the
shrimpers from the requirement of using the costly, danger-
ous, ineffective devices [TEDs]." Taylor said he would prefer
having legislation requiring TEDs repealed but that past
congressional efforts to do that "have all failed.” Taylor’s

bill is being considered by the Merchant Marine and Fish-
eries Committee in January 1990,

Biologist James Perran Ross, PhD, senior author of the pub-
lication The Status of Kemp’s Ridley, reports that drowning

in shrimp trawls is the largest identifiable cause of death for
this species. You can get a copy of this report from the
Center for Marine Conservation, 1725 DeSales Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20036 for $5.00 postpaid.

Plans by Consolidated Rail Corporation of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, to expand its rail terminal near Westboro,
Massachusetts, have been stalled by the 4-inch spotted turtle.
Conrail needs a zoning variance as well as permission from
the Westboro Conservation Commission to pave portions of a
wetland. Conrail has hired two zoologists to study the turtle
and its habits. Conrail plans to "mitigate” this wetland by
building a new wet habitat and moving the turtles there
before proceeding with the $20 million expansion. Permits
will also be required from the State Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the Army Corps of Engineers.

The state of Florida Department of Environmental Regula-
tion is working on a proposal for a research project to deter-
mine the amount of mercury gas, possibly from incinerators
or power plants, in the air over that state. Mercury has been
found in Florida wildlife, including fish, at levels exceeding
the federal health limit of one part per million. The discov-
ery of mercury in alligators pushed state officials to ban
hunting in western Dade and Broward counties during the
1989 gator season. Incinerators burn trash, often including
car and flashlight batteries, which contain mercury, along
with regular household garbage which can include all kinds
of paints, chemicals and other toxics. Six waste-to-energy
incinerators are now in operation in Florida and three are
under construction. '

Gopher tortoises in the way of a new school site are being
moved even though finding new homes for tortoises in south-
east Florida is becoming nearly impossible. Game official
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Mark Robinson said, "Gopher tortoises are very adaptable
animals, but there are so few large tracts of undeveloped land
left here." Florida legislation barring the capture or posses-
sion of gophers without a permit went into effect on July 1,
1988. About 100 permits were issued to people who had kept
gopher tortoises as pets before the rules went into effect.

The turtle egg poacher who was caught with 1,088 eggs from
Riviera Beach, Florida in May 1988 was sentenced to 2 years
in prison. It is believed to be the longest prison sentence
imposed under the Endangered Species Act, according to a
press release from U.S. Attorney, Dexter Lehtinen. The de-
fendant, James Bivins, 37, of West Palm Beach also pleaded
guilty to taking 818 green and loggerhead sea turtle eggs from
17 nests on Jupiter Island Beach in August 1988. He also
had a 1973 turtle egg theft case on his record. After Bivins’
second arrest, he agreed to cooperate with Florida Game
and Fresh Water Fish Commission officers as an informant
and cease his nest raids. Upon his third arrest, state game
officers abandoned him as an informant and requested the
U.S. attorney to prosecute. Bivins filed an appeal to the con-
current fine of $109,300. His attormey wrote in the appeal
brief, "An egg, according to the facts of nature that an egg
becomes a life when it is hatched is not a turtle...Hence the
universal question: which came first, the chicken or the egg?”
Prosecutors and wildlife officials say the argument is a new
one to them, but ridiculous nonetheless. The appeal to the
three-judge Circuit Court is set for oral arguments on January
18th.

Less than half of the alligator eggs taken by Florida state
workers for hatching in captivity produced live young, but
University of Florida researchers were unable to explain the
low rate. Franklin Percival, associate professor of wildlife
sciences said, "over the last eight years, we've documented a
population crash at Lake Apopka...only...9 percent [hatched]
...it’s bad, and we don’t know why."

Congratulations to Charles Beck and his staff at the reptile
house at Memphis Zoo on their successful hatching of Gila
monsters in October. The two scaly bundles of joy measure
about 4 inches each and will grow to about 20 inches.

The Nature Conservancy has agreed to buy land for a 15,000
to 60,000 acre preserve near Searchlight, Nevada for the en-
dangered desert tortoise. Such a facility could ease tensions
between developers and environmentalists.

A new activity guide from the National Wildlife Federation,
"Tropical Treasures," helps educators teach children about
tropical rain forests. To order one, send $9.25 U S. to
National Wildlife Federation, 1400-16th Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20036-2266. Please specify item #75044.
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The sixth grade class of Caldwell Elementary School, Cald-
well, Kansas 67022 requested that the C.H.S. ask its members
for help. It seems some grown-ups in Caldwell have been put-
ting down the class for a project which became a state initia-
tive to have the ornate box turtle named their state’s official
reptile. However, some latecoming adult "boosters" in Cald-
well are saying that they want their community to be known
for more than box turtles. Some sickies are letting it be known
to the students how they like to "pop” turtles they find sun-
ning on roadways with their car tires. One insensitive lout
took to wearing a t-shirt with the kids’ box turtle on it, but
with a red slash drawn through the turtle. A support group,
"Friends of the Ornate Box Turtle," which includes parents of
the class, the teacher, Larry Miller, and other adults, is de-
manding that the troublemakers stop harassing the children.
Perhaps Caldwell shouldn’t be known as the "Ornate Box
Turtle Capital of the World." Perhaps it should be known

as the adult bully capital instead. Please send letters of sup-
port to the class at the above address. They will be turned
over, en masse, to the local paper - so be polite, please.

Weird snake stories... A baby Burmese python was snake-
napped from a Valparaiso, Indiana pet shop. It is valued

at $150 by the shop’s owner who would like it back. Any-
body with information about this theft can contact Matt
Morris, Valparaiso Pet and Hobby, 18 North Washington
Street, Valparaiso, IN. ... A man in Nashville, TN is being
forced to sell his 6%: foot python and his 3% foot baby reticu-
lated python by his fiancee. He said, "She can’t stand them.
They give her the creeps.” ... A 5-foot rattlesnake was photo-
graphed wrapped around the steering wheel of a car in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. Apparently, the car (and snake) owner leaves
his pet in the vehicle to deter car thieves. ... Chicago Police
say it should no longer be necessary to continue searching for
the 7-foot python which escaped on the south side this fall,
Police Lt. Frank Trigg said that the python probably couldn’t
survive the below freezing temperatures presently being suf-
fered by Chicago residents. He did note that stranger things
have happened and that his officers are still aware that the
snake may be coiled up in some warm basement or other area.

A big thank you to all who contributed articles and clippings
this month. Again, it is very important to have the date and
the publication in which each and every single clipping ap-
peared. I have had to not use some interesting items since

I had no way of knowing when or where they first appeared.
Without the contributions of so many of our members, this
column wouldn’t be possible. You can join the ranks of these
wonderful folks. Merely send herpetologically related items
to: Ellin Beltz, ¢/o the Chicago Herpetological Society,

2001 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614. Thanks again.
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Legislative Update and Conservation Notes
by Kenneth S. Mierzwa

HELP SAVE A PRAIRIE

Imagine a seemingly endless sea of prairie grasses, in places
higher than a tall man, interspersed with flowers of many
colors. In the distance, wide-crowned bur oaks form a park-
like savanna grove. From high spots on the gently rolling
landscape, a visitor can look down on marshes glistening in
the sun.

Much of northern Illinois looked like that before the arrival
of the first white settlers, but today there is not a single place
in the entire state where an unbroken prairie vista can be
seen. The early settlers and their descendants first plowed
the prairie, and then paved it. Less than one tenth of one
percent of the original tall grass prairie remains, and good
examples of oak savanna are scarcer still. The wetlands
have been drained, and the sedge meadows grazed.

Most of the grassland which has survived is on steep slopes
or poor, sandy soil not well suited for farming or other
productive uses. Nearly all of the black soil mesic prairie,
the type with the tallest grasses, has been destroyed. A few
fragile remnants can be found along roadsides, railroad
right-of-ways, or in the back corners of cemeteries. Only a
few examples of more than a few acres have remained un-
touched. One of these precious remnants is Wolf Road
Prairie, an 80-acre parcel located just west of Chicago.

Twelve thousand years ago, as the most recent glaciers
retreated, most of what is now Chicago was under water.
Blocked on the north by the ice sheet and swollen by melt-
water, the level of Lake Michigan (known as Lake Chicago

at that stage) was 60 feet higher than it is today. The place
later named Wolf Road Prairie was then just west of the lake-
shore, on the Tinley groundmoraine. As the climate warmed,
tundra became boreal forest, then deciduous forest, and
finally prairie and savanna. Over thousands of years the tall-
grass ecosystem was shaped by periodic fires set by lightning.
Later, native Americans burned the prairie to drive game
and improve hunting conditions. Driven by the prevailing
west winds, the fires prevented the growth of trees except

on the east side of rivers or large wetlands, which acted as
firebreaks. Fire-resistant bur oaks were able to take hold
along the tops of ridges, where slopes may have slowed the
advance of fire. Just southeast of Wolf Road Prairie, de-
graded savanna can be seen along the banks of Salt Creek.

Life on the open prairie is harsh, and only animals able to
tolerate climate extremes and periodic fires do well. The
most common snakes on Chicago region prairies are typically
plains garter snakes and smooth green snakes, although the
latter have been destroyed in some places by insecticide use.
Blanding’s turtles often inhabit prairie marshes and sedge
meadows, as do American toads and northern leopard frogs.

Wolf Road Prairie was subdivided in 1929, but development
plans did not proceed because of the Depression. In 1980,
the lllinois Department of Conservation and Cook County
Forest Preserve District began to purchase pieces of the
prairie, and about two-thirds of the site is now in public
ownership, at a cost of about $3.5 million. There are plans
to dedicate the entire parcel as a state nature preserve when
acquisition is complete.

Recently the Village of Westchester surprised local conserva-
tionists by unveiling plans to build a road through the heart
of Wolf Road Prairie, supposedly to improve access to an ex-
clusive residential development bordering the preserve. In

a letter to Governor James Thompson, Westchester Village
Manager John Crois asked the state to halt land acquisition
in the area. The village action infuriated local legislators,
who were not informed of the plan in advance.

The letter implies that the village has plans for more than
just a road: "Wolf Road Prairie affords the only area for
expansion of facilities in our village....we are about to
proceed with the paving of streets....as well as what shall
be needed for future growth and development.”

Both the state and county intend to continue acquiring land.
Because of the presence of a wetland in the northern portion
of the site, no development can occur without a permit from
the Army Corps of Engineers, so there should be time for
concerned individuals and organizations to mount opposition
to the village plan.

Species diversity is believed to be directly related to size
of the available habitat, so development of any part of this
preserve will have detrimental effects. A relatively large
prairie remnant like Wolf Road Prairie is irreplaceable.
The genetic diversity contained within this 80-acre gem can
contribute to the restoration of prairie in other places.
Wolf Road Prairie also plays a vital role as an outdoor
laboratory and an educational resource. The Village of
Westchester should be proud to be associated with such a
unique and special place; short-sighted development plans
should be shelved.

To express your opinion, write to:

John Sinde, Village President
Village of Westchester

10240 Roosevelt Rd.
Westchester, IL 60154

Hon. James R. Thompson
207 State House
Springfield, IL 62706
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Herpetology 1990

In this column the editorial staff presents short abstracts of herpetological articles we have found of
interest. This is not an attempt to summarize all of the research papers published during the year. It
is an attempt to increase the reader’s awareness of what professional herpetologists have been doing and
publishing. We are looking for people to read journals and write abstracts for this column, including
people to write English abstracts of journal articles written in other languages. If you are interested,
please contact the editors. The editors assume full responsibility for any errors or misleading state-
ments regarding the results of the abstracted research. All of the articles reported on here were pub-

lished during 1989-90. JCM

ULTRA-SOUND AS A TOOL TO EXAMINE TURTLE EGGS

G. Kuchling [Herpetologica 45(1):89-94] used ultra-sound
scanning to identify, count and measure ovarian follicles,
preovulatory follicles, ova at the beginning of the oviductal
period, and oviductal eggs at different stages of shell depo-
sition in live Australian sideneck turtles, Chelodina oblonga.
An accuracy greater than 92% was found when counts of the
largest size class of follicles and, after ovulation, subsequent
counts of oviductal eggs were compared with the number of
eggs actually laid by individual turtles. The technique per-
mits measurement of the diameter of all size classes of folli-
cles which enlarge in groups as well as the length and width
of eggs in the oviducts.

SMALL-MOUTHED SALAMANDER MANAGEMENT

S. R. McWilliams and M. D. Bachmann [J. Iowa Acad. Sci.
95(2):66-71] use life history and ecology as tools to manage
the small-mouthed salamander, Ambystoma texanum, a threat-
ened species in Iowa. The population studied uses flooded
woodland during courtship, breeding, egg-laying, and during
the entire larval period. Larval foraging strategies in this
habitat included ontogenetic but no diel shifts in prey detec-
tion. Synchronous, nocturnal breeding migration allowed
effective use of drift fences for capture of adults used in cap-
tive breeding, courtship behavior studies, and the estimation
of breeding population size. Large numbers of spermato-
phores, apparently indiscriminate mate choice, and the rela-
tively large number of eggs produced by females make cap-
tive breeding programs potentially very successful. Because
larvae are particularly vulnerable to predation by fishes and
larval tiger salamanders, ephemeral ponds are required for
breeding and larval habitat. The primary management objec-
tive should be to preserve ephemeral woodland ponds and
adjacent terrestrial habitat favorable for larval and adult
survival.

THE ALAMOS MUD TURTLE

J. B. Iverson [Southwestern Naturalist 34(1):134-141] pro-
vides more details on the natural history of the Alamos mud
turtle, Kinosternon alamosae, from western Mexico. The
turtle ranges from sea level to 1000 m. It is broadly sympatric
with three cogeners, but microsympatric only with the yellow
mud turtle, K flavescens, inhabiting temporary pond habitats.
Activity appears to coincide with the summer monsoon, all
known specimens have been collected between 5 July and

12 September, and this turtle may have the shortest activity
season of any turtle.

ENDANGERED ENDEMICS IN SOUTH AFRICA

E. H. W. Baard [Biol. Conservation 49:161-168] finds that at
least 14 species of herps are endemic to the southwestern
Cape Province of South Africa. Five of these (the geometric
tortoise, Psammobates geometricus; the Cape platanna, Xen-
opus gilli; the micro frog, Microbatrachella capensis; the Table
Mountain ghost frog, Helophryne rosei; and McLachlan’s
girdled lizard, Cordylus mclachlani, are in immediate need of
conservation measures to ensure their continued long term
survival. The first four species mentioned are endangered.
Habitat destruction and degradation, genetic hybridization
and restricted distribution are the most important factors
responsible for the critical conservation status of these spe-
cies. Nature reserves, declared nature areas, careful manag-
ing of remaining habitat and an increased human awareness
are of vital importance to their survival. Only the establish-
ment of new and additional reserved areas will protect viable
populations of these species.

THE CAPE PLATANNA

M. D. Picker and A. L. de Villiers [Biol. Conservation 49:169-
183] report on the distribution and habitat requirements of
the endangered frog, Xenopus gilli. New localities increase
the previously limited range by 150 km. Extirpation at 60%
of the original known localities has occurred in the last 50
years. This frog is very intolerant of habitat disturbances
which alter the nature of the blackwaters to which it is re-
stricted. In contrast the sympatric X. laevis shows a prefer-
ence for disturbed, permanent bodies of water and its range
expansion has been facilitated by the presence of man-made
impoundments. It inhabits both clear and blackwater and
hybridizes with all known local populations of X. gilli. The
hybridization poses a major threat to the future genetic
integrity of the X. gilli genome.

NEW ZEALAND FROG ACTIVITY

A. Cree [1. Herpetol. 23(1):61-68] finds that the New Zealand
frog, Leiopelma archeyi, emerges at or about dusk from retreat
sites on the forest floor and climbs up to 2 m high in the
vegetation before returning to forest floor retreats at dawn.
Emergence is stongly and positively correlated with relative
humidity, rainfall and wetness of the vegetation, and nega-
tively correlated with vapor pressure deficit. Air tempera-
ture shows a weak and barely significant correlation with
emergence. Frogs emerging on nights when the vegetation is
dry probably suffer little water loss by evaporation because
of the high humidity and cool temperatures.
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Advertisements

For sale: mice, live or fresh frozen, pinkies up to hoppers, 3 for $1; weanlings, $.40 each; adults, $.50 cach. Special on adult mice frozen in lots of
100, $40 per lot. Dr. Michael J. Miller, (312) 974-2600.

For sale: highest quality frozen feeder animals, raised on the best diets available. Seven years in the production and supply of frozen feeders. Special-
izing in various sizes of mice: 1- to 2-day-old pinks; 4- to S-day-old large pinks; 8- to 10-day-old extra large fuzzies; and adults. Prices start at $25/100.
Also available, pink rats, baby chicks and quail chicks. Write or call for a free price list. Kelly Haller, 4236 S.E. 25th, Topeka KS 66605, (913) 234-3358.

For sale: mice, live or frozen, pinkies $20/100, fuzzies $30/100; adults $40/100. Chuck Hicks, 705 River Road, #102, San Marcos TX 78666,
(512) 754-0056.

For sale: Marv’s small animals, clean, high protein, vitamin formulated fed, fresh frozen - postpaid. Pinky mice: $100 per gallon = 400 count, $50

per half-gallon = 200 ct., $25 per quart = 100 ct. Weanling mice: $82.50 per gallon = 250 ct., $41.25 per half-galion = 125 ct., $20.50 per quart = 63 ct.
Aduit mice: $50 per gallon = 100 ct., $25 per half-gallon = 50 ct., $12.50 per quart = 25 ct. Smaller orders taken but you pay shipping. All orders
packed and shipped with chemical ice packs and sent UPS surface. Small order prices: pinkies, 4 for $1; weanlings, 3 for $1; adults, $.50 each. Callor
yrite Marv's Small Animals, Marvin or Celia West, 138A Annie Glidden Road, Kingston IL 60145, (815) 784-3461.

For sale: live feeder mice, $.50 each; young rats, live or frozen, $1 each. Will deliver to CHS meetings. Eric Richter, (708) 863-7418.

For sale: top quality fresh frozen rats, $1.50 each. Price includes packing and dry ice. Freight is collect to you. Our rats are fed the highest quality
laboratory formulated diet and are flash frozen for maximum nutritional value. Minimum order $75. Steve Hammond, /o Exceptional Exotics,
12319 Steedland, Louisville KY 40229, (502) 955-8705.

For sale: large selection of captive born reptiles and amphibians, books and supplies. Send 8.A.S. business-size envelope for complimentary price list
or $5 for a 1 year subscription (bi-monthly), to Twin Cities Reptiles, 540 Winnetka Avenue North, Golden Valley MN 55427, (612) 593-0298.

For sale: Fauna Classifieds - a popular monthly herpetological classificds, published since 1983 for the SALE and WANTED of reptiles, amphibians,
literature, food items, and supplies. Plus, inexpensive word and display advertising, worldwide circulation, and an excellent source of information.
Subsscription: $14/year first class. Write or call for a FREE sample and information on 1990 herpetological directories. Fauna Classifieds,

355 E. Vista Rio Court, Woodbridge CA 95258, (209) 368-1304, evenings.

For sale: large selection of used herp-related books. Doug Wenzel, 6127 W. Newport, Chicago IL 60634.

For sale: Hova-bator cgg incubators, $43 each. Closing out all reptile printed tee and sweat shirts of current designs. Later will have all new designs.
In stock: box turtle, desert tortoise, tortoise hatching, box turtle hatching, ball python, green iguana, and gopher tortoise tees, $12 each or three for
$25. Sweats in box turtle, desert tortoise, leopard tortoise, few others, $14 each. Tote bags - eastern box turtle, $12 each; desert tortoise, $15 each
(larger size). All prices include first class shipping. Call for information: (904) 622-4850. Ellen Nicol, Route 1, Box 1367, Anthony FL 32617.

For sale: solid pine reptile tank, removable top half with sliding Plexiglas doors; bottom has glass viewing window. Comes with hide box and enclosed
heating pad area. Length 5’ 10", width 2’ 4%, height 2’ 2", painted with beige enamel, $100. Marc, (708) 424-9323, after 9:00 P.M.

For sale: Nile monitor, about 4’ 5" long, eats extremely well. Comes with a 6' glass terrarium and stand, $500. Dr. Carol Dartz, (219) 762-6586. [n. IN]

For sale: one Seychelles giant day gecko, Phelsuma sundbergi, $50; one female leopard gecko, $25; two '89 hatchling leopard geckos, $30 for both; two
male and one female Malayan bent-toed geckos, Cyrtodactylus pulchellus, $80 for the trio. Chuck Calvert, (708) 562-5442.

For sale: three male and one female captive bred Lampropeltis pyromelana, 4 months old, great feeders, from beautiful unrelated pair, $80 each; one male
year-old Surinam green iguana, very healthy, very green, $40. Bill Montgomery, (512) 443-5855. [Austin TX]

For sale: seven cb '89 Sinaloan milksnakes, problem feeders, $25-4S each. Henry Cohen, 562 Hall Road, Flma NY 14059, (716) 881-6724 or (716) 684-2472.
For sale: 3’ ball python, $65. Jeff, (708) 371-4232.

For sale: all captive bred - Cuora wrifasciata, $100 each; New Guinea snakeneck turtles, Chelodina novaeguineae, $100 cach; Australian pink-bellies,
Emydura albertisii, $75 each; Chinese thread turtles, Ocadia sinensis, $30 each, plus shipping. Ellen Nicol, Route 1, Box 1367, Anthony FL 32617,
(904) 622-4850.

For sale: captive bred Honduran milksnakes, one 15" tangerine male, one 2' tricolor female, $200 for the pair. Also, two captive bred hatchling female
Sonoran kingsnakes (splendida), blotched phase, $35 each. Dr. Michacl J. Miller, 10504 S. Roberts Road, Palos Hills IL 60465, (708) 974-2600, days.

For sale: one male and one female heterozygous Burmese pythons, '89 hatchlings, eating like pigs!! $700 for the pair. Kyle Howard, 4409-15th,
Lubbock TX 79416, (806) 795-0133 or (806) 795-0379 or (806) 792-2112.

For sale: 4-year-old Burmese python, very tame; 4-year-old common boa. Never been sexed, $100 each or trade for newbom or young yellow or green
anaconda. Dan, (708) 584-2865, after 4 P.M.

For sale: Attention, boa connoisseurs! Reservations now being accepted for the following very exceptional bloodlines - red & orange Brazilian rainbow
boas, $175; bronze on maroon Guyanan rainbow boas, $100; pastel & tan Argentine rainbow boas, $350; pink & orange Dumeril’s boas, §350, lone or
extra females, $500; golden boas (gold/orange /yellow), $150; black & tan boas (super high contrast, select pattern), $150; imperator boas (extremely
iridescent with connecting chain pattern, $150. All animals are 100% guaranteed to be flawless, healthy, feeding well and correctly sexed. A 20%
deposit is required for reservations. If you snooze, you may lose - these animals sell out fast. Babies will be available in April and May. Get your
reservation in now. Personal checks accepted for deposits; make payable to Steve Hammond, only. Steve Hammond, /o Exceptional Exotics,

12319 Steedland, Louisville KY 40229, (502) 955 8705.

For sale: green iguana, 8" SVL, $45. Marc, (708) 424-9323.

For sale, trade, free with shipping cost: male Sternotherus odoratus; female Kinosternon subrubrum hippocrepis; ? Chinemys reevesi. William
Espenshade [11, 4746 E. Alamos, #203, Fresno CA 93726, (209) 292-1532.



Advertisements (cont’d.)
Free to good home: southern leopard frog, very few spots. Mare, (708) 424-9323.

Wanted: iguana people. Newly forming CHS iguana group is looking for interested folks to share information, experiences, etc. If interested, call
Brian Jones at (312) 508-1918 after 5 P.M. or Stacy Miller at (708) 546-5961 after 5 P.M. Will also consider expanding to encompass lizards in general.

Wanted: one male "brooksi” kingsnake. Doug Wenzel, 6127 W. Newport, Chicago IL 60634,

Wanted: albino or leucistic terrestrial turtles, box turtles or tortoises. Any information would be appreciated. R. J. Brown, 4525 Azeele Street,
Tampa FL 33609, (813) 286-0643.

Wanted: salamanders. I'm interested in many North American salamanders, e.g., Ambystoma, Aneides, Batrachoseps, Desmognathus, Dicamptodon,
Ensatina, Eurycea, Gyrinophilus, Plethodon, Pseudotriton etc. Will buy or trade. Dirk Stratmann, Buchenweg 28, 4052 Korschenbroich 2, West Germany.

Wanted: leopard tortoises and pancake tortoises. Also, any variety of tropical snake or turtle, to purchase or for breeding loan. Mexican red-leg
tarantulas wanted for breeding project. Joe Monahan, 6304 lowa Avenue, Iowa City IA 52245, (319) 337-6382.

Wanted: female Kinosternon f. flavescens - mine are from Comstock, Texas; or any sex K baurii palmarum. William Espenshade III, 4746 E. Alamos,
#203, Fresno CA 93726, (209) 292-1532.

Wanted: any aberrant garter (albino, leucistic etc., except for melanistic eastern); 3’ + eastern garters; eastern and western black-necked garters;
narrow-headed garters; Mexican garters; Chicago, New Mexico and blue-striped garters. Prefer mature and captive born. Will buy or trade. Scott
Felzer, 21359 Tulane, #104, Farm Hills MI 48024, (313) 476-2513.

Wanted: geckos. Must be healthy and reasonably priced. Carl Lerner, 3711 Green Ash Court, Indianapolis IN 46222, (317) 634-9312, evenings.
Wanted: baby Solomon Island skinks. Lys Frank, c/o John Lauritzen, 3454 Irving Park Road, Chicago IL 60618, (312) 463-4695.

Announcements

Conference on the Herpetology of the North American Deserts Collection Manager Wanted
The Southwestern Herpetologists Society will present a con- The Division of Amphibians and Reptiles, Field Museum of
ference on "Herpetology of the North American Deserts” at Natural History, has a full time position for a Collection
the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, Exposi- Manager. Main duties of the position are curation of a major
tion Park, Los Angeles, California, on February 17-18, 1990. amphibian and reptile collection, cataloging, computer data
For information on speakers and registration, write to: processing, identification, processing loans, and responding
CHNAD, Southwestern Herpetologists Society, P. O. Box to public and scientific inquiries. Requirements: bachelor’s
7469, Van Nuys CA 91409. degree and three years experience with museum collections.

Prefer experience in computerization, and knowledge of am-
Midwest Herpetological Conference: Call for Papers phibians and reptiles. Interested persons should send curric-

ulum vitae and two letters of reference to: Hymen Marx, Di-
vision of Amphibians and Reptiles, Field Museum of Natural
History, Roosevelt Rd. at Lake Shore Dr., Chicago IL 60605.

The sixth annual Midwest Herpetological Conference will be
held October 5-7, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Anyone inter-
ested in displaying a poster or presenting a talk on the
propagation, husbandry, conservation, or natural history of
amphibians or reptiles should write to: 1990 Midwest Con-
ference, Minnesota Herpetological Society, Bell Museum of
Natural History, 10 Church St., S.E., Minneapolis MN 55455.

International Herpetological Symposium: Call for Papers

The 14th International Herpetological Symposium will be
held June 20-23, in Dallas-Ft. Worth, Texas. Those wishing
to present papers dealing with breeding and husbandry of
reptiles and amphibians are invited to write for a copy of
guidelines for abstracts and papers to: Thomas A. Huff,
Executive Director, Reptile Breeding Foundation, P. O.
Box 1450, Picton, Ontario KOK 2T0, Canada, (613) 476-3351
(work) or (613) 476-3691 (home). Abstracts and titles must
be submitted by February 28, 1990.




UPCOMING MEETINGS

The next meeting of the Chicago Herpetological Societ
N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614. Our guest lecturer at

at the Chicago Academy of Sciences, 2001

y will be held at 7:30 PM, Wednesday, January 31,

this meeting will be Cecil Schwalbe of the Arizona Game and Fish Department. Mr. Schwalbe is a co-
author of Venomous Reptiles of Arizona and that will also be the title of his talk. Based on the quality
of the text and photos in his book, we can expect an excellent presentation.

For our February program, John Murphy will regale us with an account of his recent expedition,
under the auspices of the Field Museum, to the island of Borneo.

ELECTION RESULTS

The elections held at the November 1989 meeting resulted in the following choices for the officers
and members-at-large of the 1990 CHS Board of Directors.

President:
Vice-president:
Treasurer:

Recording Secretary:
Corresponding Secretary:
Publications Secretary:
Membership Secretary:
Sergeant-at-arms:
Members-at-large:

Ron Humbert
Gery Herrmann
Joan Moore

Steve Barten

Ken Mierzwa
Mike Dloogatch
Ellin Beltz

Jack Schoenfelder
Phil Drajeske

Karen Furnweger
Scott Henrie
Mike Miller

VOLUNTEER RESEARCH PROGRAM: TURTLES OF TORTUGUERO

Again this coming year the Caribbean Conservation Corporation is sponsoring a volunteer research
program on nesting sea turtles at Tortuguero, Costa Rica. The spring studies, from March through
June, will deal with nesting and hatchling research on leatherback sea turtles; the summer programs,
July through September, will deal with tagging green sea turtles. The Massachusetts Audubon Society
is coordinating the travel arrangements. Both 10-day and 17-day programs are offered. For details
as to the dates available and the cost, write or telephone: Massachusetts Audubon Society, Natural
History Travel, Lincoln MA 01773, (800) 289-9504 or (617) 259-9500.

STATE LIFTS LIMIT ON NONGAME CHECKOFF

This year, for the first time in Illinois, all persons filing a state income tax - not just those eligible
for a refund - may specify on the tax form a donation to the Nongame Wildlife Conservation Fund.
The studies supported by this fund include many dealing with Illinois herpetofauna.

As always, citizens may contribute directly to the nongame fund by sending a check to the Nongame
Wildlife Conservation Fund, IDOC, Natural Heritage Division, 524 S. 2nd Street, Springfield IL
62701. For more information on the fund, call the Department of Conservation at (217) 785-8774,

THE ADVENTURES OF SPOT

SAY... DID 1 EVER TELL YOU ABOUT
THE TIME CARL KAUFFELD AND ROY
PINNEY CHASED ME AND A COUPLE OF
CROTALIDS DOWN THE OLD CANYON

ROAD JUST BEFORE THE SUMMER
BLIZZARD OF 502 WELL IT WAS,,.
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